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El Cenizo El Cenizo 

Rio Bravo Rio Bravo 

Projects Locations & Design:

Additional ROW Project:

 International Blvd. to
US 59/Saunders St.

 Includes 3-lane mainlanes 
3-lane frontage roads in each 
direction from Airport to the north

 Includes interchanges at Shiloh / 
Del Mar / University / Jacaman / 
Airport

 Includes an adjacent “multi-use” 
Hike & Bike Path on the east side 
from US 59 to International which 
is intended to integrate with the 
City’s Hike & Bike system
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Funded
US 59/Loop 20 Mainlanes Over           

IH 35/U‐P Railroad
$40 Million – CBI Funds
Environmental Clearance is Imminent
Bid Letting – August 2016

Open To Traffic
US 59/Loop 20 Mainlanes Over 

McPherson Road 
$14.1 Million
Opened to Traffic in 2014

US 59/Loop 20/I‐69W Unfunded Segment 
Construction Cost Estimates:

Roadway (Frontage Roads & Mainlanes Between Interchanges) ‐ $68.3 Million
Shiloh Interchange ‐ $15.7 Million 
Del Mar Interchange ‐ $15.7 Million 
University Interchange ‐ $15.7 Million 
Jacaman Interchange ‐ $15.7 Million 
Airport Interchange ‐ $15.7 Million 
High Mast Lighting ‐ $7 Million

Total Construction Estimate ‐ $153.8 Million 

Funded
US 59/Loop 20 Mainlanes Over 

International Blvd. 
$22.3 Million – Prop. 1 Funds
Environmental Clearance Is Imminent
Bid Letting – December 2015



Preliminary Engineering & Environmental Relationship:

 Preliminary Schematic 
– Underway and Concurrently Evaluating Alternatives based on 

Engineering and Environmental Constraints 

 Environmental Constraints Are Well Understood 
– An Environmental Constraints Analysis Report Available

 Geometric Schematic – Preferred Alternative Still To Be Selected

 Value Engineering – Required for all projects on the NHS receiving 
Federal Assistance with:

- Estimated project cost of $50 million or more. 
- All bridge projects with an estimated cost of $40 million or more.
- Anticipated to be held later this summer.

 Geometric Schematic Approval 
– Approval is a requirement prior to the public hearing
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Ongoing Environmental Work:

Data Collection:
 Data is being compiled in a series of technical reports by the Laredo 

District and will be supplemented by information from the County’s 
consultant (e.g. Socio-Economics/Environmental Justice; Natural Resources; Noise Quality 
Impacts; Indirect/Cumulative Impacts Analysis; etc.)

 Results of the technical reports will be summarized in an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) that would result in a Finding of No-Significant Impacts 
(FONSI)

Public Outreach:
 The Project will have a Public Involvement Plan due to the project’s cost, 

potential environmental impacts and the scale of the improvements

 Meetings with Affected Property/Business Owners 
– Ongoing but in Early Stages

 Public Meeting – Summer 2015

 Public Hearing – Held in the final stages of the EA/FONSI process
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Status of the Environmental Studies/Technical Reports/EA:

 Socio-Economics/Environmental Justice 80%

 Natural Resources (Biology & Water) 65%

 Historical Resources 80%

 Archeological Resources 75%

 Section 4(f) Park Impacts (Golf Course/State Park) 50%

 Noise Analysis (dependent on the ROW “Footprint” development) 0%

 Right-of-Way/Displacements (Commercial/Governmental Anticipated) 75%

 Indirect & Cumulative Impacts Analysis 50%

 Public Outreach 20%

 Tolling Impacts /Environmental Justice Analysis 0%

 Environmental Assessment Document 35%
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“Financially Constrained” & Environmental Document/FONSI:

 The EA and environmental clearance (Finding of No Significant Impacts -
FONSI) cannot be finalized until the Funding Plan (Program) is 
developed and eventually approved by the MPO/TxDOT/FHWA.

 The Project and the Funding Plan will need to be appropriately placed in 
the MTP/UTP/TIP/STIP planning documents.

 The Project’s Funding Plan can show construction phasing for segments.  
Each phase has to be logical and useable.

 I-69 federal legislation says that the I-69 components must be completed 
by 2035.
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Environmental Commitments & Permits:

Anticipated Coordination w/Outside Agencies:
– U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (potential wetland site on the Golf Course)
– Texas Historical Commission
– Tribal Coordination (archeological resources)
– Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
– Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
– FEMA Administrator

Applicable Permit Compliance:
– U.S. Army Corp of Engineers Nationwide Permit 14 with a Pre-Construction Notice
– Construction General Permit
– Laredo Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit

Anticipated Commitments:
– Minimize impacts to the greatest extent possible
– Comply with all applicable permit requirements
– Acquisitions/Relocations will follow the Acquisitions Act* requirements.  Any “early 

acquisitions” by the local entities will be documented in the EA.

*Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Act and TxDOT Guidelines
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Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI):

Bottom Line:
 The environmental studies are well underway.
 The FONSI will be issued by TxDOT-

Environmental Affairs Division (not the Laredo District or FHWA).

 The District’s anticipates that a FONSI can be 
received within 1-year of the Funding Plan 
approval by the MPO/TxDOT/FHWA.
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Questions
Mike Graham 

Laredo District Environmental Coordinator
E-mail:  Mike.Graham@TxDOT.gov

(956) 712-7742
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